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The Communication and Dialogue Culture's: A Sample
Study of Saudi Undergraduate Students at King
Abdulaziz University

Dr. Hassan Omar Basfar
Department of Mass Communication
Faculty of Arts & Humanities, King Abdulaziz University, Jeddah,
Saudi Arabia

Abstraer. This study seeks to examine the perceptions of Saudi
Arabian Undergraduate students at King - Abdulaziz University
regarding the function’ of mass media, intérnet and interpersonal
communication in constructing their national dialogue culture's. A
survey method based on a questionnaire is used to coliect data for the
present study where a fotal number of 1148 students have
participated. Simple descriptive statistics are utilized in the analysis
and presentation of the data.

The main findings of the analysis reveat the following:

i- The function of TV news and programmes constructs the
students' perception of their national dialogue culture's comes in first
place constituting 30,9237 of total effect.

2- The study shows that the newspapers and internet play a major
role in the studenis' perception of their national dialogue culture's,
However, their perception comes in second and third positions
constituting 25.9387 and 19.2517 of total effect respectively.

3- The study also shows that listening to the news and fopics
related to national dialogue culture's on the governmental and
commercial radio broadcast have a greater perception than the
interpersonal communication level. Hence, the impact of Radio on
the students’ perception of their national dialogue culture’s comes in
fourth place whereas the impact of Interpersonal Communication
comes in fifth place, constituting 13.9837 and 9.9307 of total effect
respectively.

4- The study reveals that the official and non-official news sources
such as King Abdulaziz Center for National Dialogue, the Saudi
Arabian News Agency, in addition to national dialogue analysis
conducted by experts have their impact on the students' perception of
their national culture's.

5- Finally, the study has reached a number of significant
conclusions and recommendations related to the funciicn of mass
media, internet and interpersonal communication on the students
national dialogue culture's, which will be useful for Saudi national
dialogue culture's as well as other national dialogue culture's in the
gulf region and the Arab world.



